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Examiner's Amendment 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. 
To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 



A consistent set of data is supplied to a software application from databases. When a 
particular set of data is identified, a first process is requested to obtain a snapshot time from a 
database server associated v ith the first database. The snapshot time causes all subsequent reads 
of the first database by the first process to return data that reflects a database state associated with 
the snapshot time. A first set of data in the first database is locked in order to produce a copy of 
data from a first database. After locking the first set of data, a plurality of processes are requested 
to obtain snapshot times from a database server associated with the first database. The snapshot 
times cause all subsequent reads of the first database by the plurality of processes to return data 
from the first database as of the snapshot times. 



ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



3. The following is an examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance: 

The prior art made of record, not teaching nor suggesting the various embodiments of the 
independent claims, does not warrant a rejection under 35 USC, Sections 102 or 103. 

In claim 1, the claimed 'requesting a first process to obtain a snapshot time from a 
database server associated with the first database, wherein the snapshot time causes all subsequent 
reads of the first database by the first process to return data that reflects a database state 
associated with the snapshot time 5 and 'after the first process obtains the snapshot time, causing 
the first process to extract the particular set of data from the first database' are not disclosed, 
taught or suggested by any prior art. Claims 2-10 present further limitations. 

In claim 1 1, the claimed 'requesting a plurality of processes to obtain snapshot times from 
a database server associated with the first database, wherein the snapshot times cause all 
subsequent reads of the first database by the plurality of processes to return data from the first 
database as of said snapshot times' and 'using a successful set of said plurality of processes to 
extract a copy of the first set of data from the first database, wherein said successful set includes 
only those processes of the plurality of processes that were assigned a snapshot time within the 
particular period of time' are not disclosed, taught or suggested by any prior art. Claims 12-21 
present further limitations. 
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Claim 22 is allowed for the similar rationale given for claim 1 . Claims 23-26 present 
further limitations. 

Claim 27 is allowed for the similar rationale given for claim 11. Claims 28-31 present 
further limitations. 

Claim 32 is allowed for the similar rationale given for claim 1 . Claims 33-36 present 
further limitations. 

Claim 37 is allowed for the similar rationale given for claim 11. Claims 38-41 present 
further limitations. 

4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance. 1 ' 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ruay L. Ho whose telephone number is (703) 305-3834. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 10 am to 5 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Thomas Black, can be reached on (703) 305-9707. The fax phone number for this Group is (703) 
308-9051 or (703) 308-5403. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3800. 




Ruay Lian Ho 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2771 



